Annual Report for 2011 from the Rector
In July I was honored to begin my ministry with you as your new Rector. With
the faithful leadership of the Wardens, Jim Kenney and Sharon Harms, and the entire
Vestry, the mission and ministry of the parish begun under the leadership of others has
continued.
We have gathered regularly to worship together on Sundays and special
liturgical days to celebrate the Eucharist, on Wednesday mornings for Centering Prayer
and on the Sundays of Advent for Evening Prayer. On the first Sunday of each month
communion was shared with residents of Cedar Lane, especially Rector Emeritus,
Chuck Daugherty. Communion has also been shared with other shut-ins at various
times.
Ascension is exceedingly blessed through the ministry of faithful and talented
choir members. Under the amazing leadership of Diane Trautman, they generously
offer their musical abilities each Sunday. The music for our Celebration of New
Ministry in November, the Advent Lessons and Carols, and Christmas was especially
magnificent.
Parishioners serving as acolytes, lectors, lay readers, ushers, altar guild and
flower guild members all contribute to make our worship experiences rich, welcoming
and spiritually nourishing. Many thanks to everyone!
An exciting new Sunday School curriculum, Godly Play, was introduced in the
fall. Under the hard-working leadership of Sarah Chen, materials have been purchased,
created and lovingly used to assist in the spiritual formation of our youngest members.
Volunteer teachers and storytellers have enriched the learning experiences of our
children. Some of the foyers groups have spent their gathering times to create teaching
materials for the Sunday School’s use. Because of everyone’s commitment, our children
are learning more about themselves, their church, each other and their faith and having
fun while doing so.
Caring about and responding to the needs of one another and the wider
community is an integral part of this parish. This is demonstrated through a variety of
ministries which include the purchase and filling of school backpacks which were
blessed and distributed in late August, the weekly Soup-er Sunday lunches, the
preparing and distributing of 250 Thanksgiving baskets, the preparing and serving of
over 150 Thanksgiving dinners, the distributing of Christmas gifts for 54 children and
the on-going support of H.O.P.E through use of space in our building and countless
hours given by volunteers. More than 1800 households, of which 168 were new, were
helped through H.O.P.E’s ministries in 2011. The lives of a significant number of
people in this community were positively affected because of Ascension’s ministries.
Thank you for your faithfulness!

This is an exciting time as we are beginning a new year together sharing in
ministry. I am also looking forward to the leadership of Bishop Mariann Budde and
sharing in ministry with her in this diocese. It is my prayer that we all can deepen our
spiritual lives through worship, service and play. I believe that God has many blessings
in store for all of us and I give thanks for the opportunity to share in ministry
adventures with each of you!
-- The Rev. Sherrill Page
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